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Ms.Joyce Evansp.O.Bux 1112 .

Cal'uth~r:a, Ca 1 i .fornic"l
93609-1112
1-"!1u[)e: 559-864-3131

J(~nuar'y 30, ~OO3

~1r. 1<0 bCl.t C. Ke e ney
Deputy Adrninistra tor
Frul t &: Vet;.etable Prot:.r~llIs
United Stc~ tcs Dept. of _~gricu) ture
AgriculturLiJ. Mar'i~eting. Servicc £,
P.O. Box 06456 rA-- ~. l-o~-"').-O -(;:/01 .

Washington, D. C.20Q\iO-6450

L>e(1r Mr. KeeLley;

I \lfas privy to the letter you \\'rot~ to Mr.Mi:lrvin HorQe
December 24 t 2002 O1nd am addii2g n1Y CI.)t(lloentloi to our ten ycar
~truggle to have certified organics declal"'ed a separatq varietal
under the hopeleloisly out-inuderl Raisin Mari eting rrder J'Jo.989.

I believe you truly belie.,~ that the Raisin Kdlliiniotrative
Committee is actin~ in the best intc}'ests uf the certi{'icd org.anic
raisin producer. However, tb~t is [tot true. Mauree[t '1"IeJ).o
arrrl!lg.cd a tele-conf~rence \\'ith A~IS official~ and Kcith Jones i.'1
o'\'1:1$1~il)gton D.C. and they s~id tl1cy !Iave no objection to ~
sa\)arat~ varietal for certified org,)nics alld cited Fl..1rida Citrus
C)()d C::11ifornia .\lrt)onds fur h.'lving se~re~atcd cer"tified or~...lnic~
in tLeir markcting pools.

'l'i;e Uttxt tiling to be h~:~rd t'rulII tIle !i.\C \vas 'l:.h':1 t t!iey had nu ide~
\\'tl~t UUI:' t()nnc~~,e WDS everl tbou&,i1 \V~ Jl3ve given lhem toc b(o'st
guessest.irnut:eF;.af:i gru\','ers, tJi':~1. '\'~ could ~ive. 'they t~;.en proc~eded
to ~ive us t~.c e}i;CI.~se th.lt u~ ~()/.)n as they mandated toi)n~fi.c from
thQ IJac~~rs uur r~ttlI(i~t ,,'Qultt be considered. Tiley ~1l}Vt~ r;ad the tollna~,e
figures for 2 'year'~. and of this Ul:itc I I h~ve i1evor h~.~r'd allY'
res!J/.)nl;Je fr'OIIJ them.

YQur st~teillent that orl:,i.:oic 'l()nna~c \vas being sellt t'UZ' ~X:lJort x'co"llly
surprise\! me. I have had no resl_unse to loy cs~res!~ondence tQ the
R.i\.C. Thcre \verc only 6600 certifi~d orgL\nic tons proJlJced this
ye~r. My <1uesti()r~ is \~I~Ei\E IS THE y.'l()~~EY'1 If the RJ\C :ls duin~ lite
such a favor by exlioz,ting IllY certifi~cJ or~anic raj£inl:; wIlY alii I
in Cllapter 12 n",nkrul,tcy';'"? :S THE l~AC USING 1-1Y Cli,C.\NI[~S TO tJSE
.\5 ilAIT TO SELL TJ~EIr{ 1<l';Gl'l,.~~:l..Y Pl,:(';)UCEj) R;\ISINS?? \'i:i,"Lh sucll a
1Omall i!mount of. certified ol'b«nic t.unouge I could scll my cntire
pl.oduction(wLic!1 i~ (;uit~ ~loC;jll) to meet the hu~c dcmi:ll'l,j in the
Uili ted States.
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jwlr.I~ub~J:.t C.Keeney
JanuGIlY: 30, :.!OO3

I havc not hc,1Cl:r'tl Q{ .,lny of the other vax"i(,:t.:.l/:> tllCt,t have been
.;ubjecLed to forced exl71ort I'~~ul~tions ~e lIave our c~:r't.ified
()r~..inics .
Wl:ien YOtl b'iilY th~lt the ri:.'\c col1cluded tllnt organic product."rs bcrlcfi t
frolu the volume reg,uJ O!tion and exvort [,'r'Of::,l'ctm." implclncrlted thr()~~~l,
tl.~ rel,)~r've p~ol it sountJs lil,e the packer$ ~re tCll~\;ia't ,:\no not
the trowcrs involved.

!\'Iarvin Ho!"'ne anu I have been tryint. to make the RJ~C unoers Land
what tile concept of o~'~~nic is and our dit:i(;u.;;.;;ion.;; al\vays f()lJ,
un Uei.1:f cars. I f tl~e concept uf the mark~ting order is to
maximize ret'urn~ to thc growers. tllis COllc~pt i.;; defini tely
not wurking for 1.he ~rou'crs and is laughable if it \\'asn~t ~otra~ic.

If you \vi] 1 note the separ'Gition of the otocr va.ictals under the
mar!c.etin@. order all of them arc packcr controlled. Or~c)nic... al'e
about the ooly raisins that bcnefit the ~ro\yer and that is Ii
growing lI1l:trket by about ~O96 yearly. The r'egulCll" r'aisin industry
is in the dUlllpster. l<.Jsinb sales Y~clrl'y, with an industry
(1vminated by pacl\:ers who ar'e slitisl'ied \vit.h tlleir incomcs und do
not s:,end a t:1im~ on advt.'rti~inr.. All advcrtislng. tllOl:gh lilnited
i~ pCfid fot' by I;,ro\vers with 110 mentiOl} of certified urk;.',toics.

I don't think it's f~1ir for the pacl(~r and the JlAC to sadulc us with
f},t:*e tonn~Ge percenta~es Glnd rese]'vc requirCtlncDtki ",hen we see a
ra~:~idJy expnr)uine. market where we cun sell lO()~~ of our. r'aisins yeaL'!,y
at i.:I ~.ouu profit to the ~ro\"el-, not tI/e pac~er'.

You \"{ere vres,=nt at,.cue ;:lceLiilg with a lot of unhappy ~rowerl$.
Nuthins. 1..:11$ cl1anged sil1ce. As ~ I)\~tter of fact we are in a \VOI'se
si tuut ion no\v than \vhct'l you ~\'ere here.

A11 I am ta}b~.j.n~ about is survival. I CDn't go down th.e tubes "'ith the
rest Q f the riii~in indu$tl~y wbcn my l:;roduct is SQ succemsful and 1 am
able to ..ell it at a gOo(J i-,rice IIIYmel1' t;tnd not have DIY money go down
the l-UC drain~

1 hope you underst~nu that the fi.\C is not helping the orG:.~nic g,ro\ver
at Qll. One mt1t.tbeJ.~ even tolL1 "Je"why suou) cl I lct Y(IU Ol~t uf tile
mar:\.~1.iog ordeL' whc!) I h~vl.: to st~y il1 i t". \i'hicit {;!xplain~ that the,y
do Ilot understi.ind ,,'hat thc t4&rm Qrs~nics '/le~l~sf

I hol-:e this 11Iakes :yuu unl1er',~t;iJlld thc.tt the R-\C ioS IllY cnelllY L1nd Dt)t my
undersianJiO1:'. colI!mi ttee tll':1t ioS SU1Jl:osed to lII'=1ximi.~e IllY proii ts 1,1r
income.

Sincercly,

~b:V~
cc:Maur'een [Jello

rA.~ 55c;- "',f".5~o(.,

~A4...1oJ ~i~" <.
~A-~ -F"It..-I'"';$'"q
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dirty word
W hen farmer Steve Pavich

decided to drive up from
Delano the other day w

pitch the benefits of organically
grOWl! raisins to the Raisin
Advisory Committee, his broth-
er, who had made a ~imilar .
journey a couple of years ago,
had two words for him:

"Good luck.-
The comwent drew a chuckle

from the 100 or so raisin growers
and packers meeting ill. the
committee conference hall.

But p"vim, a South Valleytable grape grower who's also .
been farming organically for
BODle 30 years, was serious. So
were M~ Home, a Kerman
farmer. Joyce Evans of Caruth-
ers and otber like-minded
farming purists.

Off and on for the better part
of a decade. they and other
growers have beep trying to
persuade the committee to
recognize organic raisins, put
them on a par with seedless and
golde!J. Beedless and sultanu
aDd muscats, but they always
keep ~ up with th~ same
answer...

EaCh time for the past 10
years, Horne reminded the
committee members, "it's taken
under advisement." Everyone
else, otner government agencies,
all know ~ ~gDize org8nical~
ly grown raiBins MeZtept for the .
RAC,- he said. -A ahame,~ be
called it. "You camwt ~ it
anymore.~ I fl on""- 4t' i.p

)'"/~"I",'~. (!~~7

Pavich tried to assUre them. Nor
are they saying their product is
better than that of the others.
It's just that there is this
growing ~ket for raisins
untouched by synthetic pesti-
cides and fertilized by old-fa.5h-
ioned manure-

Thirteen percent of Chile's
raisin production is or~c,
Hor~e said. Turkey and Iran.
the raisin growers' chief competi.
tors. are going organic. "We are
missing the boat,. he told the
audience, which listened in
silence.

Finally, the voting members of
the federal agency that decides
such things as how much of the
raisin crop to put on the market
and how much to place in
reserve, found their voice, and it
sounded familiar.

Once again, they weren't ready
to recognize organic. The idea
was too complex' to vote on right
away. They needed time. They
set up a working group to study
some more.

~ luck, as Steve Pavich's
brother is wont to say.

RAISIN D'ETRE: What the
raisin folks really need to get the
word out is somebody like Sox,
the late and lameD~ A. Setraki-
an -Sox for short.

{.(Ivable, lyrical ~ he was
Mr. Raisin in the early days. the
original and irreplaceable
chainnan of the board in the '50s
and 'OOs.

Meetings of the raisin commit-
tee in the balh'oom of the old
Hotel Californian downtown
were operas -sometimes comic
-staning the roly-poly Sox.
who yelped and whined and
wept until his beloved growers
got what was coming to them
from the packers and winemak-
era.

When the feds set a price for
the crop he figured was neith~r
fail- nor honest, he carried the
battle to Washington, prowling
the halls of Congress and other
b.ideawayS. wailing and crying
until they co\lghed up. ..

If that didn't get'tlieir atten-
tiOll, he went public. He was on
the radio nearly as often as Jack
Benny. When television came. he
went on TV and cried some more
where everybody could see.

It was organic with him. you.
Wght say.
.Eli Setencich ia a Bee col.
umnist. "E-mail him at
eU@f1oeanobee.eom
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